
75
TODAY’S 

WEATHER

High

48
Low

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2022

888-598-3167
newsroom@thedickinsonpress.com
thedickinsonpress.com

CONTACT US

CLASSIFIEDS  7
NEWS  3

SPORTS  4-5
WEATHER 2

INDEX

UNLOCK DIGITAL AT THEDICKINSONPRESS.COM/ACTIVATE

Dickinson Police Chaplain retires after 41 years
By Jason R. O’Day
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON — Answer-
ing the call to serve and pro-
tect one’s community, those 
who wear a law enforcement 
badge often live courageous 
and challenging lives. For 
this reason, the people of the 
Western Edge largely support 
their local law enforcement 
agencies and personnel.

Being in law enforcement 
has been described more akin 
to a calling, than a job by those 
who wear the badge. Who bet-
ter to understand this calling 
than the police chaplain, who 
after four decades closed his 
lengthy public service career 
on Friday.

Jim Hessler has provided 
spiritual guidance, counsel-
ing and comfort to officers 
and others in the communi-
ty experiencing a crisis. He 
also delivered death notifi-
cations to family members of 

the deceased. Hessler recent-
ly retired from this role, and 
was honored by the Dickin-
son Police Department during 
a ceremony to celebrate his 
career at Dickinson State Uni-
versity on Thursday.

Hessler earned a master’s 
degree from Central Bible Col-
lege in 1962 and was ordained 
as a minister three years later. 
His career serving God as a 
youth pastor among other 
roles took him all over the 
state to Minot, Cavalier and 
Mandan. He was also the Dean 
of Students at Trinity Bible 
College in Ellendale, North 
Dakota. Eventually he settled 
in Dickinson and became the 
pastor at River of Life Church 
International 1978, from 
which he will also retire this 
June.

“My brother Larry was in 
law enforcement. And he told 
me, ‘Jim you really need to get 
into chaplaincy. There needs 
to be someone in Dickinson 

that can assist in the area of 
being with police during diffi-
cult times,” Hessler said.

He then took his brother’s 
advice by creating a chaplain-

cy program for the Dickin-
son Police Department in 1981. 
Noticing how successful that 
was, the Stark County Sher-
iff’s Department and North 

Dakota Highway Patrol called 
on him as needed and ulti-
mately established their own 
programs with Hessler’s guid-
ance.

One of the hardest times 
he endured was the death of 
three young DSU college stu-
dents who drowned in 2009 
after accidentally driving their 
vehicle into a rural pond. 
The women included Kyrstin 
Gemar, Ashley Neufeld and 
Afton Williamson.

“That was a tough time to be 
there with their parents while 
they were waiting to find out 
what happened to the young 
ladies. That was a very difficult 
time,” he said. “I should have 
written a book. In 41 years, I 
don’t know how many death 
notifications I have made.”

Hessler also noted that alert-
ing people that someone close 
them has committed suicide 
can be especially challenging.

Contributed / Dickinson Police Department
Pastor Jim Hessler, left, former Dickinson Police Chief Chuck 
Rummel, Dickinson Interim City Administrator Dustin Dassinger 
and ND Highway Patrol Sgt.Wade Kadrmas.

By Jackie Jahfetson
The Dickinson Press

Medora, N.D.

From staining 
wood to raking 
in rubber mulch, 

about 80 volunteers 
— even some multi-
generational families 
— gathered in Medora 
this weekend to help 
give Children’s Park a 
new, fresh look.

The wooden park, 
which was constructed 
in 2001 in less than 
five days, underwent 
a total makeover 
with the power of 
volunteerism on 
Saturday. Once the 
wood was power-
washed, groups got 
straight to work and 
began staining wood at 
about 8:30 a.m.

Charles “Chuck” 
Cullen, 87, and his 
wife were one of the 
many volunteers who 
partook in constructing 
the Medora Children’s 
Park in 2001. Located 
in Bismarck, Charles 
Cullen came back more 
than 20 years later 
with his son Myron 
Cullen and grandsons 

Nicolas and Quinn.
“It’s rewarding,” 

Charles Cullen said. 
“God is good — makes 
it all possible.”

Myron Cullen noted 
that this park is a 
focal playground that 
many North Dakotan 
families come to visit 
in the summer as they 
make a stop in Medora 
before venturing into 
Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park.

“It’s just great 
to meet all the 
volunteers. We’re just 
four of all of these 
folks here,” Myron 
Cullen said, adding 
that he met some 
Minnesotans while 
raking. “So that’s 
great, it attracts 
people from that far 
and wide.”

Volunteer 
Coordinator Peggy 
Gunther, with the 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Medora Foundation, 
said that since 
February, this project 
has been in the works, 
from sending out a 
volunteer application 
to organizing a full 

day of work with about 
80 volunteers. She 
noted that she’s had 
volunteers in Medora 
for two weeks. A 
group of six men have 
been working about 
six to eight hours 
every day, power-
washing the wood in 
the playground before 
adding a new stain on 
it. Another group of 
volunteers also helped 
with prep work, 
removing all the old 
mulch off the ground.

“We staged 
everything, got the 
duties setup, had team 
leaders in each section 
to be able to know 
what they’re doing 
because we’ve divided 
the park off into 
sections and they’ve 
just been going to 
town, working like 
little busy bees here,” 
Gunther said.

Jackie Jahfetson / The Dickinson Press
Three generations of Cullens volunteer their time to help retouch the wooden Medora 
Children’s Park on Saturday, May 14. From left, Myron, Charles “Chuck,” Nicolas and 
Quinn Cullen.

Volunteers gather in Medora 
to renovate Children’s Park

Courtesy / Lyn James
Lyn James announced her bid for the North 
Dakota House of Representative, District 39. 
James is a native of Bowman, and a member 
of the Bowman Rotary Club, Bowman Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the St. Charles 
Catholic Church.

By James B. Miller, Jr.
The Dickinson Press

BOWMAN, N.D. — The 
“Legendary State” is 
made all the more so by 
the Western Edge and her 
serene prairie paradise, 
kindhearted people and 
economic mobility. Deep 
in the heart of western 
North Dakota, the prairies 
flourish amid rugged and 
rolling landscapes of wild 
grasses.

It is where amber waves 
of grain dance in the 
winds and free-grazing 
cattle lead peaceful lives 
on the calm silences of the 
range.

Painted in the middle of 
this surrounding majes-

tic backdrop rests the city 
of Bowman, and a local 
candidate running for the 
North Dakota House of 
Representative for District 
39.

“My roots are plant-
ed deep in southwestern 
ND. I was born and raised 
in Bowman, and after a 
brief time away from here, 
my husband Gordon and 
I decided to come home 
and raise our family,” Lyn 
James said. “I have been 
in business in Bowman 
for more than 30 years, 
working and serving my 
customers at Flowers and 
Cappuccino by Lasting 
Visions, and have been 
active in many local orga-
nizations that support the 

growth and quality of life 
here.”

James was first elected 
to the Bowman City Com-
mission in 1996, where 
she served two terms 
before being elected Pres-
ident of the Bowman City 
Commission — a position 
she currently holds in her 
fifth term.

In recent years, that 
witnessed the state 
rebound from the fog of 
uncertainty surrounding 
the 2020 global pandemic 
and the subsequent gov-
ernment responses to it, 
2022 sparked interest in 
James to toss her hat into 
the state political ring 
in an effort to prove the 
adage that North Dakota 

strong is more than a slo-
gan — it’s a reality.

“I’ve devoted a great 
deal of time and energy 
to making sure Bowman 
is a great place to live, 
work and play... and as 
one of your District 39 
Representatives, I will 
work tirelessly and pas-
sionately to make sure 
that the quality of life here 
in southwestern North 
Dakota is the best it can 
be,” James said. “I have 
spent decades advocating 
for western North Dakota, 
testifying before the Leg-
islature regarding ways 
to improve and assist our 
region...”

Lyn James’ portfolio highlights service to southwest ND
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When the park was 
about to kick off the 
ground in 2001, there 
was nothing but posts, 
Gunther said. But within 
a week, volunteers 
transformed it into 
a park that’s been a 
destination spot for 
many years to those 
who visit Medora.

People from North 
Dakota, South Dakota, 
Minnesota and Montana 
pitched in their 
efforts Saturday. Some 
volunteers have donated 
their time for the past 
two decades, Gunther 
noted, adding that 
they’re not just visitors 
when they come to the 
park.

“It warms your heart 
in many ways,” Gunther 
said. “A lot of these 
people come to Medora 
year after year and it’s 
that hard to explain. 
Medora, even though it 
seems like it’s a tourist 
town, people will often 
come out here and 
they’ll say this is my 
happy place or I love 
my husband and just 
going around, I heal. 
And there’s something 
about the atmosphere, 
our employees and the 
organization and the 
townspeople of Medora 
where they just feel like 
we’re home.”

Back in 2001, Shirley 
Holzer worked at Target 
and she came out with 
her husband, Bob, and a 
group to help establish 
the wooden park in 
Medora. Being that her 
husband is a carpenter 
by trade, he helped build 
the structure, Holzer 
said, adding that she 
worked with the sand 
and bark. Now that 
they’re retired, the 
Holzers decided to sign 
up once they caught 
word of the volunteer 
event.

“I think it’s wonderful. 
Our names are on the 
plaque over there, and 
every time we come 
to Medora, we always 
take our picture by the 
plaque,” Holzer said. “So 
it’s a wonderful place.”

Theodore Roosevelt 
Medora Foundation 

President Randy 
Hatzenbuhler remarked 
on how fortunate they 
were to receive a large 
turnout of volunteers.

“It’s awesome. People 
love the Children’s Park. 
I just got in early this 
morning myself and I 
know the weather kept 
some people away, but 
this looks like an army 
to me,” Hatzenbuhler 
said. “When we built this 
20 plus years ago, we 
had 344 volunteers and 
they gave 10,000 man-
hours in four and a half 
days. There wasn’t one 
piece of wood that was 
pre-cut or pre-drilled 
and it grew out of the 
ground and it needed to 
be refreshed. And so, it’s 
awesome that all these 
people come out and 
help us.”

A crew of 12 
representatives from 
Bravera Bank, who 
helped sponsor the 
facelift of the park, were 
also present in Medora, 
lending a hand in the 
staining process.

“When you look at 
what Medora does, 
not just for southwest 
North Dakota but for 
all of North Dakota, 
we really wanted to be 
a part of it,” Bravera 
Bank Chief Marketing 
Officer Cill Skabo said. 
“We have branches all 
over the state of North 
Dakota and we have 

some in Montana and… 
we just branched out 
to Minnesota, and it’s 
just amazing to see how 
many people this is a 
destination for visitation 
and we want to be part 
of that… I have four kids 
and when you think of 
Medora, what do you 
think of? The wood 
playground. So what a 
great partnership, so it’s 
been really good for us.”

Jackie Jahfetson is the news editor 
for The Dickinson Press. You can 

follow her on social media at 
Facebook @journalistjackie and 

Twitter @jahfetj.
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James’ knowledge on 
small businesses and 
what it takes to start 
and grow a business 
feature prominently on 
her platform.

“In addition to busi-
ness ownership, I cur-
rently serve as Chairper-
son of the ND Economic 
Development Founda-
tion, working closely 
with the Department 
of Commerce regarding 
business growth and 
tourism development in 
the state,” she said. “I 
also serve on the Bow-
man County Develop-
ment Corporation Board 
of Directors, where we 
work tirelessly to sup-
port the businesses in 
the area.”

James said that work-
force is a very serious 
issue in North Dakota, 
and her time on the ND 
Workforce Development 
Council has highlighted 
those issues for her.

Among the other pri-
orities James’ platform 
addresses, support of 
the law enforcement and 
the oil, gas and energy 
industry are top priori-
ties. She actively serves 

on the ND Peace Officers 
Standards and Training 
Board and the Western 
Dakota Energy Associa-
tion Board of Directors 
representing cities.

“As you can see, I am 
well versed in many 
areas, and am devot-
ed to the well being of 
not only District 39, but 
also our entire state,” 
James said. “I am proud 
to be endorsed by the 
District 39 Republicans 
as a candidate for the 
ND House of Represen-
tatives. I am a member 
of the Bowman Rota-
ry Club, Bowman Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
and St. Charles Catholic 
Church.”

Speaking to area vot-
ers, James encour-
aged them to be active 
in their local and state 
governments — calling 
for them to vote on June 
14.

“I can assure you 
that I will continue to 
work hard for each and 
every one of you. I am 
grateful for the oppor-
tunity to speak to you, 
the voters, through this 
article,” she said. “I am 
very excited for the pos-
sibilities that are ahead 
of me. I appreciate your 
vote on June 14.”
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Shovel by shovel and rake by rake, a group of 
volunteers level out piles of new rubber mulch 
Saturday at Medora Children’s Park.

Photos by Jackie Jahfetson / The Dickinson Press
A man volunteers his time on Saturday, May 14, at Medora Children’s Park, 
staining wood to help give it a new, fresh look.

A bird’s eye view of the volunteer work being done at Medora Children’s Park on 
Saturday, May 14.
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