WATER PROJEC

Missouri
supports
NAWS
lawsuit ::

By TOM RAFFERTY:
Staff Writer
trafferty @ ndweb.com
Missouri officials are supporting
the Province of Manitoba in a lawsuit

'R

the province filed against the

Northwest Area Water Supply pro]ect
in October.

According to Charles Carvell, ‘an’
assistant attorney general for North
Dakota, Missouri recently filed a friend
of the court brief -in support of
Manitoba.

A friend of the court brief mea.ns
that Missouri supports Manitoba's
position in the lawsuit, but is not legal-
ly involved in the case. The National
Wildlife Federation and the Canadiary
government also filed friend of the!
court briefs supporting Manitoba., -,

Carvell said one reason Missouri:
officials are siding with Manitoba is
that they are against taking water froin
Lake Sakakawea for mummpal watel”
. pro;ects

- Siding with-Manitoha cou]d be one.
more way for Missouri to fight against
pressure from North Dakota to limit
the amount of water that is released
from Lake Sakakawea, which is expe-

riencing below average lake levels. ~ *

Severa] states; including Missouri;
are currently involved in a legal battle
to determine how much water shaald
be released from reservoirs along tbe
Missouri River.

Manitoba’s lawsuit against the
NAWS praject doesn’t have anything
to do with water levels on Lake
Sakakawea.

Manitoba filed a lawsuit against the
Department of the Interior and Bureau
of Reclamation in Federal District
Court in Washington, D.C., on Oct. 22
to stop construction of the project.
North Dakota was also allowed to
become a part of the lawsuit.

Manitoba officials are concerned
that unwanted plants, animals and
microorganisms from the Missouri
River Basin will be transferred to the.
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Hudson Bay watershed.

The NAWS, pipeline is

.designed to transport water from
Lake Sakakawea to the water
treatment plant in Minot.
" From Minot, water will be
distributed to other communi-
ties’ pipelines in the northwest
and north central parts of the
state.

Minot is expected to begin

treafing Missouri River Water in
2007.

The lawsu.lt Manitoba has
against the NAWS project will
take at least until August or later
to be resolved.

Carvell said North Dakota and
the - U.S. federal government

" have made a motion to dismiss
the case.

Last week was the deadline

for Manitoba to tespond for the’

motion to dismiss the lawsuit.
Carvell said the defendants in

the case will have a chance to

respond again and a judge is

expected to hold ahearing on the
case in Angust.

Although the lawsnit lingers,
construction of the pipeline con-
tinues.



