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Two construction workers place a special plastic bag around a piece of pipe for the Northwes!t Area Water
Supply project before burying it underground about 12 miles south of Minol Thursday.
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The busiest construction
Thursday was about 12 miles

south of Minot in the east ditch
At that sec-
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tion of the project

could be seen digging and laying
pipe into the ground

w miles past where crews
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to be put in place.

The location of the old radar
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Although the second phase is
still in progress, engineers will
b finishing plans for the third
phiase, which will begin in 2004,
Bids for phase 1T could be
openod in January.

The thind phase will tlake the
pipeline lo Max, which is a 10-
mile stretch south of the N.ID.
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Plans 1o build Targe holding
tanks near the mdar hill aml o
booster station noar Max are nol
included in the thind phase of
the project. Lenninglon said
those items will be held off until
more foderal funds an: mlssed

Earlier this year, somo fuod
ing for NAWS in 2004 was cul
by the Bush Administration bt
later restoned

“We are [airly corliin we will
have enough [unding for the
ipe,” Lenuington sald,
Sixty-five percont of the $145
million NAWS project is eing
funded with federal dollars and
the remaining 25 percent with a
10 v sales tax in Minot that
will expire whon the project is
complete,

Onee the entire NAWS pro-
ject is dooe, water from Lake
Sakal will be pumped 1o
Minot where it will be treated
and used by about 63,000 people
in a dozen cities in northwestorn
North Dakota.

The water could reach Minot
as early as 2007,




