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Pipe-laying is half way there

Work on Northwest Area Water Supply project behind schedule

By TOM RAFFERTY
Staff Writer
trafferty@ndweb.com

The pipe-laying portion of the
Northwest Area Water Supply project
from Minot to Lake Sakakawea will be half
done sometime this summer.

Jim Lennington, the project engineer
for the State Water Commission, said
Monday it will take about two more miles
for the pipeline to reach halfway to the

0.
“It's nice to see the pipeline going in the
ground,” Lennington said.

Lennington said he is satisfied with the
progress even though it is a little behind

schedule.

Coughlin Construction of Minot is fin-
ishing work on a 9.5-mile stretch of
pipeline they were scheduled to have
completed last year, while Winter Bros.
Construction, based in Sioux Falls, 8.1, is
progressing on another section.

This vear's phase of construction will
be to add another 11.5 miles of pipeline
that will stretch from N.D. Highway 23 to
Max along the east side of 1.S. Highway
83,

Lennington said Winter Bros. started
about a week later than they wanted lo
because of a delay in getting pipe.

“We're satisfied with their progress, bul
we do recognize they need to speed up,”

Lennington said.

The scheduled completion date for
Winter Bros. to finish their section of
pipeline is Dec, 3.

“At their present rate they would have
a lough time making that,” Lennington
said.

Winter Bros. has laid 5,000 feet of pipe
out of a total of 60,644 feel. ‘

Lenninglon said there is a preliminary
route for the next stretch of pipeline jand
design work taking place for the Minot
Water Treatment Plant.

The cily also voted this month to fund
in advance the designs of pipe to Berthold
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+and the Minot Air Force Base.
The entire NAWS project
" includes pumping waler from
{Lake Sakakawea to Minot,
“ where it will be treated and sent
~ to several other communities in
“northwest North Dakota.

The project also faces a law-
suit filed by the Province of
Manitoba, but a judge in
Washington, D.C., has vet to
decide the case. A hearing will

. be held later this summer.

Officials still hope Minot will
begin treating water from Lake
Sakakawea by 2007, bul it is
uncertain how much federal
money will be available for the

= project.
> Construction of the NAWS
pipeline began in 2002.



