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Mostad Excavating works on laying pipeline at the south end of the Northwest Area Water Supply project, near
Lake Sakakawea gMay 1776 Goira)ytradors are finishing the final nine miles of the 45-mile supply pipeline to bring

Missouri River water to Minot.

Comments shaping study

Bureau reviews commenlgxto prepare a plan for studying NAWS |

By JILL SCHHAHII
Staff Writer

jschramm @ndweb.com
Manitoba would like a $17 million pre-
treatment facility for the Nutﬂ)\?'eﬁ Area
Water Supply project. The state of Missouri
would like NAWS to consider a different
water source than the Missouri River.
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let treatment to pre-treat water before it
reaches the Minot Water Treatment Plant.
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federal court over concerns about the
potential for transfer of organisms from the
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treatment methods. People will
have another chance to com-
ment once the draft EIS is com-
plete. The entire EIS process is
expected to take about two

vears,

In the meantime, construc-
tion on the NAWS project con-

tinues.
Kevin Martin,

said

an engineer
with Houston Engineering, said
work is progressing much
faster than it did last year.
“The quality of the work has
been good across the board,” he

other water-basin transfers that are occur-
ring or would occur in the fitture around
the country, he said.

Alicia Waters, the bureau’s team leader

and the state of Minnesota are among oth-
ers who share Manitoba's concerns about
inter-basin biota transfer.

The bureau plans to post comments
received during the EIS scoping process on
its Web site at (www.usbrgovigp/dkaa).
Posting should be completed by the end of
next week.

Waters said the bureau will consider the
comments and determine whether Ihe -
issues raised should be addressed in the |
EIS. The EIS will study alternative water

See NAWS — Page A6

The advisory committee dis-
cussed the next leg of the
pipeline to Berthold.
Construction is planned for,
2007, after-which time the city
would begin receiving water
from Minot even though
Missouri River water won't be
in use yet.

NAWS project manager
Michelle Klose with the State
Water Commission said North,
Prairie Rural Water is looking,
at tapping into the transmis-
sion line to Berthold. The rural
water district could apply for
U.S. Department of Agriculture
funding to develop its distribu-
tion system from the transmis-

sion line




