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NAWS wants Minot water as stopgap

MINOT (AP) — The Northwest Area Water Supply Project
Advisory Committee has voted to ask a federal judge for the
authority to build more pipeline beyond this city.

The decision came after representatives of communities
in northwestern North Dakota said drought and stricter fed-
eral drinking water standards are making it difficult to wait
much longer for Missouri River water.

Under the plan, the city of Minot would provide some of
those communities with treated groundwater until Missouri
River water can be piped north.

Minot City Manager David Waind said the city is willing
to provide as much water as possible.

“The view has always been, what's good for the region is
good for Minot,” he said.

NAWS already is on track to build a $4.25 million pipeline
between Minot and Berthold this year, getting Minot water to
Berthold by Christmas. Kenmare officials have asked the adviso-
Iy committee to continue laying pipe from Berthold to Kenmare,

A federal judge must approve any construction until an
environmental study identifies the best treatment method
for the river water. T?lle study is the result of a lawsuit filed by
the Canadian province of Manitoba, which worries about
the potential transfer of harmful material into its waters.

Only construction unrelated to treatment can proceed
with the judge’s permission.



