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NAWS
looking
for cash

infusion
for 2007
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The Northwest Area Water
Froject needs lo come up with
about $5 million 0 stay on
track in laying more pipeline
next year,

NAWS project manager
Michelle Klose said b project
needs to have cash on hand or
apprapriatind Defore e State
Water Commissiun can call for
bids on a Minat supply
pipelite and & pipsline to
Berthold.

Fodural money in the bank
for NAWS is committed for
other work, and NAWS has
only & promise of mare. The
president’s budget includes
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§1.75 million, Klose said there's a good
chanee that Congress will approve a
larger amount, but it's not in NAWS'
Pussession yet.

tine aplion is to ask the city of
Minol for a cash advanee. The extra
amount noeded for construclion costs
could be about $5 million, Klase said,

“We are just locking al those num-
bers now,” she said,

The intent would he o pay back
any advance from the city's NAWS
fund, although that hinges on federal
funding, Klose suid. The city levies a

1-cent sales tax for NAWS thal gues
towarel the 35 percent local cost-shar-
ing on the project,

Minot previously advanced about
$5 million from its NAWS fund for the
pipeline hetween Minot and Lake
Sakakawea, The NAWS project sinoe
has puid back that meney wilh foderal
funds.

The cost of projects proposed for
next yesr, with engineering and
inspeclion, come to about $20 million,
NAWS has $4.5 million from e state
and could be joining witl other groups
in senking more maney {or water proj-
ncts from U 2007 Lugislatuwre.

Plans are (i build & Minot supply
line out to the U5, Highway 83
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Bupass, where other distribulion lines
would  conpect. The plan also
inchudes construcling the distribution
Iine that would lake water from the
supply line to Berthold. A high-serv-
jee pump station would be built in
Minol. but existing lunds are available
for that work,

State officials ae also investigating
funding oplions to install a pipeline 1o
Minot Air Force Base, which could
serve othor communitios to the north
as the project expands.

The State Water Commission could
lregin calling tfor bids an (e 2007 work
as carly as January il engineering work
is comploted as expected and noney
s availadile,

Buly Schempp of Minel, chairman
of the NAWS Advisory Comumittoe,
suid he doesn't expoct the funding sit-
uation (o hold up consimction. Fven if
bid lelting is delayed, it still should
urour in time to lay pipe next sutimer,
Lie saidl,

Construction on the pipeline to
Lake Sakakawea is nowly complote,
Klose mported at a NAWS Advisory
Committra meeling  in Minal
Thursday that contractors will need to
repluce some pipe in the (inal stretch
because of leaking. It's uncerlain
whether the work can be dona befora
thu end of this construction scason.

An Environment Tmpact Stalemant
must he completed before work ran

start on an intake structure. Alicia
Walers, team leader for the KIS, ost-
mated the study is about 25 pereent
complele.

“We have [dentified all the issues
we need to address, so thal gets us to
the second phase,” sho said, "Now wie
arc going to be in the phase where its
geing to be, from the nutside, wppo-
ing quieler becanse we are doing
some of the analysis, gelling all the
information ready in order to produce
a drall. You mighl nol see a lot of
activity, but it's all behind the scenes
at this point in time until the drait
comey out.”

The study will jnvestigale four
water troutmenl options,



